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texts. He is uncritical in the selection of his hadlths, of
which he compiled about 28,000 in his Musnad. He was
a very conservative theologian, and got into trouble on
that account His followers are found now in Central
Arabia, the inland districts of 'Oman, and on the Persian
Gulf. The others are few in number and are scattered in
out-of-the-way localities, in a number of Central-Asian
cities, and in the country populations of some isolated Syrian
villages.1

The Zahirites. This is the school founded by Dawud
Ibn *AIi (1270/883-4), who threw qiyas overboard and
adhered to the letter (al-zahir) of the Koran and the
hadlths, hence his name al-zahiri. His school at one time
spread westward as far as Spain, when that country was
under the Mohammedans, but at present it boasts no
adherents.2

Al-A-wza'i, 'Abd-al-rahman Ibn 'Amr Abu 'Amr, born in
Baalbek, (88/757-157/774) was another founder of a
school. He was reputed for his ascetic tendencies and good
character, and was called the Imam of Syria. He had fol-
lowers even in Magrib, before it went over to the school of
Malik. Among his contemporaries were Sufyan, Malik,
Ibn al-Mubarak, and others. According to Hiql, who was
the most reliable of the persons who quoted al-Awza'i, the
latter decided 10,000 and according to another version, 80,-
ooo legal questions.31 'Abd-al-rahman Ibn Mahdi said: "The
imams of hadlth are four, al-Awza'i, Malik, Sufyan al-
Thawri, and Hammad Ibn Zayd."

AI-Thawri, Abu 'Abdallah Sufyan Ibn Sa'id of Kufah
was another full mujtahid. Among those who quoted him
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